Overdrive pacing: an approach to terminating ventricular tachycardia.
The article provides an introduction to the concept of temporary overdrive (or rapid-burst) ventricular pacing as a viable treatment option for the termination of recurrent monomorphic ventricular tachycardia. The procedure and principle of action are described as well as current indications for burst pacing. Nursing diagnoses applicable to the utilization of temporary ventricular pacemakers in overdrive pacing are delineated. Appropriate nursing interventions for each nursing diagnosis are discussed to provide guidelines for patient care management when implementing this method of pacing.